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2015 Brings New 
Challenges and  
Stronger Vision

2014 was a significant and a 
pivotal year for Oxford Public 
Library (OPL). It was a year 
defined by strategy and needs 

assessment, profound advancements in technology 
and innovation, rekindled collaborations and 
invaluable partnerships with new shareholders; all 
of which cultivated the catalyst for our ongoing 
success. Through a series of meetings that 
commenced between our management team, Board 
of Directors, facility analysts, consultants and our 
technology team, we developed a more efficient and 
cost effective model of providing library services and 
engaged in an ongoing commitment to significantly 
invest in our infrastructure and facility. Using our 
2011—2015 Strategic Plan as our roadmap we 
transformed our main lobby and circulation area 
to create a more user-friendly, welcoming, secure, 
and customer-centric space. As part of this process 
we subsequently implemented a Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID) system of tracking and 
maintaining the collection that allowed us to achieve 
new benchmarks for excellence in customer service.

Programming and lifelong learning remain at the 
forefront of what we do. 2014 program attendance 
set the stage early on for what would become 
the busiest year in OPL’s history. The popularity 
of our Summer Reading Programs, coupled with 
the honor and the privilege of hosting a traveling 
Smithsonian Institute exhibition contributed to our 
overall success. We remain committed to planning 
for our future as we develop value-based initiatives 

to meet your needs and the continually changing 
and diversified needs of Oxford. Our next pledge of 
service begins in the coming months as we once 
again actively solicit key community leaders’ input, 
listen to the thoughts and opinions of our library 
users, and try to identify the role those who do 
not use the library play in fostering a continued 
collaborative environment for future excellence.  
What will the future of our small-town public library 
be? No one person holds the answer to this question.   

On a personal note: In May of this year I will begin 
my ninth year as your Library Director. I am the 
fifth head librarian to serve Oxford in this capacity 
in ninety years. Our ninety-year history is richly 
entwined with tradition, respect, value, trust and 
integrity—all of which are what attracted me to OPL 
and to Oxford in the first place. Like many of you I 
am a transplant, but I am proud to now call Oxford 
home. This statement alone speaks volumes about 
Oxford and OPL and the growth we have made 
as a community. We have pushed the envelope in 
how we have defined library services. Together we 
will develop a roadmap that is filled with endless 
possibilities and that is abundant in opportunity.  
Every day holds something new and exciting and 
offers a different challenge to overcome. At OPL we 
firmly believe in transforming tomorrow, preserving 
our past and enriching lives today. The question is—
what role do you see yourself playing in making OPL 
and Oxford even greater for the next ninety years?    

Regards,    

Transforming Tomorrow,

Preserving our Past,

& Enriching Lives Today

Director’s Notes
http://oxfordlibrarydirector.blogspot.com

Bryan J. Cloutier
Director & CEO
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Summer Art Exhibit Featuring  
Fine Art Photographer Kelly Dunn
Painted Trees of Hawaii
June, July and August
Photographer Kelly Dunn has 
returned time and again to the 
Big Island of Hawaii, camera 
in hand, preserving in time the 
unique painted trees of Hawaii.  
Stop by the Adult Services area to see the 
exhibit and learn more about these trees.

Operation Gratitude
June, July and August
Operation Gratitude sends 
100,000+ care packages 
each year to deployed 
Troops and Wounded Warriors. Of all the 
items included in these packages, the 
most cherished are the personal letters of 
appreciation. Stop by the library and  
write a letter, a short note, or create a 
colorful drawing. At the end of August  
we’ll be sending letters and artwork to 
Operation Gratitude to be included in  
care packages. It only takes five minutes  
but will bring lasting joy to our troops.

Olympic Odyssey with  
Emory Clark
Thursday, June 11  
6:30 p.m.
Only a handful of the finest 
athletes in the world have 
participated in the Olympics, 
and even fewer have won its highest honor—
the Olympic Gold Medal. Olympic Odyssey 
is Emory Clark’s first-hand account of the 
journey from his first grueling workouts to the 
1964 Olympics in Tokyo. Come hear Mr. Clark 
speak about his Olympic experiences with a 
book signing to follow.

 

Lords of the Sky: 
Birds of Prey 
(All ages)
Thursday, July 23: 
Session 1: 3:30 p.m., 
Session 2: 5:30 p.m., Session 3: 7:00 p.m.
The Howell Nature Center will visit OPL  
with hawks, falcons, owls, vultures and a 
bald eagle. See these majestic birds up 
close and learn about their importance to  
the environment. *Registration is required*

Facts & Figures

2015 Data        
January  17,880   85  10,130  1,843   518   109  1,631 
February   16,446   35   663  1,364  3,039   82   1,671
March 19,923   57   804  1,708  6,934   92   1,769 
FYTD Totals 54,249 177 11,597 4,915 10,491 283 5,071
Percent Change (0)  29  458  (3) 1,929  (13)  5

2014 Data        
January  17,468   43  704  1,572   390   93  1,466 
February   16,895   40   599  1,674   24   87   1,622
March 20,013   54   776  1,824  103   146   1,757 
FYTD Totals 54,376 137 2,079 5,070 517 326 4,845

Something for Everyone

Items 
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Programs 
Offered

Program 
Attendance

Public Computer  
& Wireless Usage

Outreach 
Services

Community 
& Study Room  
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Reference 
Transactions
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Commemoratives
& Donations

Commemorative donations are a 
meaningful way of remembering 
deceased friends and relatives or 
honoring people on special occasions.  
Donations are used to purchase books 
and other materials or deposited in 
the Library Endowment Fund for future 
use.  Checks should be made payable 
to the Oxford Public Library and will be 
accepted by the Director.

Commemorative donations were 
recently given to the Library’s 
Endowment Fund:

In Memory of Claudia O’Connor, 
donation received from Bryan Cloutier

Thank you to all of our March Read-to-
a-Dog volunteers and their dogs: Jan 
Britton (Lucky), Fred Roszold (Wendy), 
Debbie VanEvery (Charley) and Jack 
Zahn (Thumbelina). 
 
Friends Make a $3,000 Donation  
to the Library 
On behalf of the entire staff and the 
Board of Directors of the Oxford Public 
Library we would like to thank our 
Friends of the Library group for their 
recent donation.  Friends of the Library 
are a fundraising and advocacy group 
that helps to financially raise funds to 
supplement ongoing programming 
and services the library provides to its 
patrons.  Most recently, our Friends of 
the Library made a $3,000 donation 
to support programming in our Youth, 
Teen and Adult Services Departments, 
as well as to sponsor our Sunday 
subscription to the New York Times—
Thank You! 
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All programs are free and are held in the 
Rotary Room unless otherwise noted.  
Registration is required for all programs 
except Book Bingo.  Register online, in 
person at the adult reference desk, or by 
calling (248) 628-3034 ext. 222.

The History of the Sandwich:  
Heroes (they’re not just people)
Monday, July 27
6:30 p.m.
Subs, grinders, 
hoagies and more!  
Are wraps really a 
sandwich?  Come to 
the library to learn all 
about the sandwich (including recipes) and 
sample a real hero.  Ages 8 and up.

Mount Michmore:  Besides You 
and Me, Who Deserves to be 
Carved in Stone?
Tuesday, August 11
6:30 p.m.
Neal Rubin, columnist at the 
Detroit News, will present a 
light-hearted look at some key 
figures in Michigan history.

BBQ Recipe Exchange  
and Potluck! 
Tuesday, June 23 
6:30 p.m.
The ingredients 
for a successful 
barbecue is at your 
fingertips. Here’s how it works:
    v  Pick one of your favorite recipes.
    v  Show up with your dish and a  
         written copy of your recipe.
    v  Sample everyone’s dishes. Talk,  
         eat, socialize and eat some more.
    v  Leave with copies of your  
         favorite recipes.
We’ll meet outside, weather permitting, 
otherwise we’ll see you in the Rotary Room.

Book Discussion and 
Movie: Unbroken
We will meet near the 
fireplace in the Adult Room 
on Tuesday July 14th at 
6:30 p.m. to discuss the 
book Unbroken: A World 
War II Story of Survival, Resilience, 
and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand. 
Then come to the library on Thursday,  
July 16th at 6:00 p.m. to view and  
discuss the movie Unbroken  
(137 minutes, Rated PG-13). 
 

Make ‘n Take Craft: Patriotic Fan
June 29 through July 11 
This patriotic fan will 
keep you cool and 
it also makes an 
excellent decoration 
to be used on any 
patriotic day.  Stop 
by the Adult Reference Desk to pick up  
your make ‘n take - while supplies last.

Don’t miss our special “Something for 
Everyone” events. Details can be found  
on page 2.

BYOB (Bring Your Own 
Book) Book Talk
Thursday, June 4 and  
Thursday, August 6, at 6:30 p.m.
Be ready to 
share your 
favorite book 
and we’ll  
have a few 
of our own 
to share.  Create a bookmark 
with your chosen favorites for a 
customized reading list.
 
BookLetters
If you’d like 
monthly 
updates 
on authors, 
books and 
movies, 
bestsellers, and other information 
about the library sent directly to 
your email, this service is for you!  
Visit our website at www.MiOPL.
org to sign up.

Book Bingo
June 16, July 21, August 18
Tuesdays at 2:00 p.m.
Play 
traditional 
bingo and  
win books.  
Bring a friend 
or neighbor, 
this fun-loving group welcomes 
new players.

Upcoming Adult Programs

Every Hero Has 
a Story Adult 
Summer Reading
Have fun this summer 
when you sign up for 
the Adult Summer 
Reading Program. Registration begins 
June 5. Read about things you love to get 
chances to win prizes. Choose from our 
reading lists or write a book review to receive 
extra chances to win. We will have weekly 
prize drawings beginning Friday, June 12 at 
2:00 p.m. The Grand Prize drawing will be 
August 7.
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Spectacular Event (All Ages)
Thursday, July 23
Session 1: 3:30 p.m.
Session 2: 5:30 p.m.
Session 3: 7:00 p.m.
(Registration is required)
Howell Nature Center Lords of the Sky Birds of Prey program. 
Not to be missed.

Kapow Projects                     
(Registration required)

Tuesday June 23 – 6:30 p.m. -7.30 p.m.
Superheroes need a Magic 8 Ball.  

Wednesday July 8 – 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
The Peeps™ Show! Dress some Peeps ™ in 
costume, make props and scenery, and put 
on a show. 

Monday July 13 – 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Superhero Action Figure

Wednesday July 22 – 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Evil Villain Secret Lair/Superhero Hideout: 
Terrarium with a twist.

Teen Crafternoon 
Monday-Thursday 2:00 p.m - 7:00 p.m. 
and Friday & Saturday 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
(No registration required)
Just come and be a Maker (until our supplies run out). 

Week June 15-20: Make a handy duct tape pouch for keeping 
all your tickets safe through the summer.

Week Jun 22-27: Book marks! You know you always need  
at least one.

Week June 29-July 3: T-shirt yarn wrist wrap.

Week July 6-11: Yarn wrapped pencil pot.

Week July 13-18: Superhero Cubees

Week July 20- 25: Who doesn’t need a Secret Decoder?

Teen Summer 
Reading Program 2015
For teens entering grades 6-12
Register for TSRP from Friday June 5 to July 3
You may sign up in person, online, or by phone, but you must 
visit the Teen Desk to pick up your Summer Reading Packet.
Read books, write reviews, and come to events, and you can 
earn tickets to spend at the Prize Bookstore, to be held  
July 27-August 1, 2015. Please keep your tickets safe, as we 
won’t be able to replace any which are lost. You will need to 
submit the actual tickets to buy prizes. 
 
Tickets can be earned in three ways:
    1.  Completing items on the BINGO Activity Game  
         board. Each activity square is worth 1 ticket. Each  
         BINGO is worth 1 ticket (no points for “Free” space). 
    2.  Attending programs: For each program you attend,  
         you will earn 1 ticket. 
    3.  Writing Book Reviews: For every book you read this  
         summer, submit a review and receive a ticket. 

    Teens who sign up IN PERSON at the library before 5 p.m.  
    on Saturday June 6 will receive 5 bonus tickets to spend at  
    the Prize Bookstore and five bonus entries into the Grand  
    Prize Drawing! There will be a Grand Prize drawing the first  
    week of August, when 5 random winners will be chosen and  
    will receive gift cards. Everyone who earned tickets  
    throughout the summer is eligible.

The last day to earn tickets is Saturday, July 25.
The last day to purchase books in the book store  
is Saturday, August 1.

Congratulations to the winning team of the
2015 Middle School Battle of the Books

61 students in twelve teams took part in the 
2015 middle school Battle of the Books on 
April 23, 2015. It was an exciting evening, 
with the competition going to 5 tie-break 
questions, before the team “Insert Cool 
Name Here” emerged as the winner, just  
ahead of The Shadow Dragons and Reading Fever.

We would like to congratulate all the students who took part, 
and we look forward to next year’s event. Many thanks to the 
Friends of the Library for providing cookies, and to Dr. Steve 
Marshall for making the 3D printed trophies.
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Friday Night Lock-Ins 
(Grades 6-12 only)
Registration and a completed parent permission slip are 
required to attend all after hours Lock-Ins. Places are limited. 

Library-Con  
Friday, June 19, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Come dressed as your favorite superhero/sidekick/
villain.Take part in a comic strip workshop with our 
resident artist Alissa; outdoor games, and lots of 
M.U.T. Lab activities such as baked pony bead sun 
catchers. Also a Jeopardy Superheroes tournament! 

Book Heroes Extravaganza
Friday, July 17, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Book character costume optional but 
encouraged. We will have games, MUT Lab 
book-themed activities, a Jeopardy tournament 
all about your favorite teen series, food and lots more! 

  Don’t Forget! 
  Volunteers are always welcomed to help  
  with program prep, summer book store  
  hours and general duties. Call us or come  
  to the teen desk to find out how you can  
  help make a difference.

  And the summer fun doesn’t end just 
  because TSRP is over…

  Bottle Mania 
  Monday August 10 2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
  (Registration required)
  Make a mini lava lamp and/or a treasure  
  bottle. Bring some small items such as shells, 
  rocks, beads, mini toys or trinkets. 

  Mystery Lock-in 
  Friday, August 21, 6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
  Permission slip and Registration required. 
  All we are saying is it’s going to be lots of fun!

  Tuesday, August 25, 6:30 p.m. Drop in Movie 
  Ace Ventura Pet Detective (PG-13)

Movies (Drop In)                   
(No Registration required)

Captain America, the Winter Soldier (PG-13)
Wednesday, July 1, 2:00 p.m. 

X-Men (PG-13)
Tuesday, July 14, 6:30 p.m

Double Bill: Batman (PG-13) and 
The Dark Knight (PG-13)
Monday, July 20, 12:00 p.m.

Movie Extras                   
(Registration required)
Interactive movies with props. Costumes optional, but encouraged

The Goonies (PG)
Wednesday, June 17, 2:00 p.m. 

The Princess Bride (PG)
 Thursday, June 25, 2:00 p.m. 

Labyrinth (PG)
Thursday, July 9, 2:00 p.m.

All our Teen programs are for young people in grades 6 -12 only. 
Registration is required for the programs indicated. We offer programs 
on a variety of days and times to accommodate as many teen 
schedules as possible. Parents - please make other arrangements for 
younger siblings so that the Teens can enjoy their library activities with 
their peers, without babysitting. Thank You.

Teen Programs

Thank You So Much:
We collected a record-breaking 228 dresses for donation to the 
Hope Closet organization. 

Our dedicated Teen volunteers have worked very hard for the 
library in 2014-15; from Sept-April they had already put in 220 
hours. You are all much appreciated
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The Youth Summer Reading Program is for children ages 3 to going 
into 6th grade.  Those going into 6th grade have the option of staying 
with the Youth Program or moving up to the Teen Program.

Registration:  June 5 – July 3
Register in person, online (www.MiOPL.org), or by phone 

(248) 628-3034 x216. If you register online or by phone you must 
come in to pick up your materials by July 3.

Upon registering, you will be given a reading log and stickers. 
You will keep track of the days you read beginning on the day you 
register. For every day that you read (or someone reads to you) at 
least 20 minutes, you put a sticker on your reading log.  Each time 
you read 5 days, bring your log to the Youth Desk and receive a 
reading coin. Save up your reading coins to buy books in our Story 
Room Bookstore where we have a large selection of books for all 
ages.  It is your responsibility to keep track of your coins.  We cannot 
replace lost coins.

Award Celebration
Turn your reading log in at the Youth Desk from July 20 - 31 to receive 
an invitation to the Award Celebration which will be on Tuesday, 
August 4 at the Library. Note: To receive an invitation, you must hand 
in your reading log with at least 25 days read.  The librarian will hand 
you an invitation.

The Summer Reading Program will get you started on your summer 
reading journey.  During the month of August, the librarians will be 
busy planning for fall programs!  That’s your time to relax, play, read, 
write letters, draw, paint, swim, camp, fish, jump rope, ride your bike, 
hike nature trails, rollerblade, and more.  Don’t forget to continue 
visiting the library and reading a little bit each day so you will be 
ready for school in September!

Programs that require registration:

Lil’ Heroes
(Children from birth – 35 months, with an adult lap)
Mondays
Group 1: 10:15 a.m.
Group 2: 11:00 a.m.
June 15 & 22, July 6, 13 & 20
Enjoy stories, songs, fingerplays and rhymes 
with your baby/toddler.  Please make other 
arrangements for siblings so this can be a special 
time with your child.

No registration required for these programs:

Storytime in Centennial Park 
(All ages)
Tuesdays, 1:00 p.m.
June 16 & 23, July 7, 14, 21
Bring your lunch and a blanket to Centennial Park for stories and  
songs.  In case of bad weather, storytime will be moved to the Library.

Wee Wednesdays  
(All ages, adult lap for children under 3)
Wednesdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 17 & 24, July 8, 15, 22
Enjoy stories, songs, rhymes and more in this family storytime for all 
ages.

Read-to-Me Storytime
(Ages 3 – children entering 1st Grade)
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.
June 18 & 25, July 9, 16 & 23
Listen to stories, sing songs, learn fingerplays and rhymes.  This 
program lasts 30-40 minutes.  Children should be able to listen 
independently without a parent.

Bam! Pow! Heroes!
(Children entering 2nd – 6th Grades)
Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
June 17, 24, July 8, 15 & 22
Each week you’ll explore different kinds of heroes.  
Hands-on activities, crafts and some special guests 
will make up this fun hour each week.
 

iCraft 
(All ages) 
Mondays through Fridays (or until supplies are 
gone), during library hours
Come create a different craft project each week.

Youth Summer Reading 
Program 2015
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Pure Imagination Magic Show (All ages)
Thursday, June 18, 6:30 p.m.
*Registration is required*
Not just a magic show, The Pure Imagination 
Magic Show is a HILARIOUS magic show!  
Magician/Comedian/World Record Holder, 
Chris Linn, will bring his special brand of 
magic and fun to OPL.

Pippin Puppets: Three Heroes (All ages)
Thursday, June 25, 6:30 p.m.
Drop-in, no registration required
Rob Papineau brings his colorful collection of 
handmade puppets to entertain children of all 
ages with his Madcap Mis-Adventures!  Delight 
in this original story about bravery and what 
makes a true hero.

Movie and PJ Night: Big Hero 6 
(All ages)
Thursday, July 9, 6:30 p.m.
Drop-in, no registration required
Bring a pillow, blanket or your favorite stuffed 
animal and wear your PJ’s to enjoy Big Hero 6 on our big screen.

Janet Marie & m’Archibald: Imagine That! (All ages)
Thursday, July 16, 10:30 a.m.  
Drop-in, no registration required
Imagination Theatre, featuring Janet Marie 
and m’Archibald, will share their sing-along 
songs and share-along stories that include 
lots of fun audience participation.

Lords of the Sky: Birds of Prey (All ages)
Thursday, July 23, Session 1: 3:30 p.m., Session 2: 5:30 p.m.
Session 3: 7:00 p.m.
*Registration is required*
The Howell Nature Center will visit OPL with hawks, falcons, owls, 
vultures and a bald eagle.  See these majestic birds up close and 
learn about their importance to the environment.

Special Summer Entertainment 
(registration required where noted)

4th Battle of the Books

Eighteen 4th grade teams representing Oxford’s elementary 
schools competed in Battle of the Books on April 14, 2015 at the 
Oxford High School Performing Arts Center.  The 4th graders read 
five books on their own time in preparation for the Battle. At the 
competition, they answered 15 trivia questions about the books. 
Congratulations to all the teams!  The winning team, The Golden 
Reading Cats, represented Clear Lake Elementary and answered 
every question correctly.  The Best Team Name winners were 
the Guardians of the Books (Clear Lake) and the Best Costume 
winners were the All Around the World Readers (OES).  Special 
thanks to the Oxford Public Library Friends for sponsoring the 
awards and cookies at the Battle.

2015 4th Grade Battle of the Books Winning Team
“The Golden Reading Cats”

Clear Lake Elementary
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Fall 2015 – Spring 2015 Hours 
Monday – Thursday:     10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Friday – Saturday:         10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Board Meetings 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, June 17, 2015
Wednesday, July 15, 2015
Wednesday, August 19, 2015

Who Are Friends of the Library?
The goal of the Friends group is to continue raising funds to assist in supplementing additional library 
programming and purchases.

What do the Friends do?
The Friends of the Oxford Public Library raise funds to help support library programs and activities. 
Recently we raised $ 1,670 from our used book sale and $1,149 from our basket silent auction. Many 
thanks to the following donors to the auction: A&A Flowers, Achatz Pies, Boulevard Boutique, Creative 
Embroidery, Jenny Prather, Lynn Royster, Friends’ Board of Directors, Great Lakes Mercantile, Kindred 
Spirits Quilt Shoppe, Merge, OPL Staff, Oxford 7 Show Theater, Oxford Farm & Garden, Pink & Charlie, 
Salvage Sisters Boutique, Sullivan’s, Sweet and Savory, Victoria Delights, ‘Witches.

Donation to the Library - The Friends’ voted at their April Meeting to donate $3,000 to the Library  
for programming. 

Friends Board 
President

Ms. Chris McNally

Vice President

Ms. Jackie Ingersoll

Secretary

Ms. Patrice Bono

Treasurer

Ms. Barbara Blanock

Trustee

Ms. Brenda Washington

Trustee

Ms. Randi Saunders

Ex officio

Mr. Bryan J. Cloutier


